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On July 25-26, the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) Assembly held an emergency
session to discuss political conditions in the wake of recent student and labor unrest, and the
suspension of US aid. The Assembly is an advisory body comprised of about 100 party leaders.
Final resolutions adopted during the meeting were not made public. At a July 27 press conference,
former president and FSLN secretary general Daniel Ortega told reporters Assembly members
had concluded that "uncertainty regarding property rights, inadequate production credit, rising
unemployment and the deterioration of social services are the main factors" underlying the nation's
current crisis. On behalf of the FSLN, Ortega called on the government to make economic policy
changes in order to "attack the causes of instability." Specifically, Ortega said the government
should make credit available to peasant farmers, resolve demands for land by former contras
and ex-soldiers, and halt cutbacks in health and education spending. Next, the FSLN called on
the government to legalize the property holdings of people who benefited from agrarian and
urban reform programs under the Sandinista administration. Meanwhile, said Ortega, the FSLN
would assume a commitment to "promote" respect for private property, and urge party followers
"not to support occupations" of land or business enterprises. Ortega criticized military personnel
for using force against protesters during recent street demonstrations in Managua. He said the
army "transgressed its constitutional mandate" by intervening in the protests. (Sources: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service, Agence France-Presse, 07/27/92)
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